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retired discomfited and still the capital preserved the heritage
of civilization from the menace of the barbarian. The city
was Constantine's majestic war memorial: the Greek East
should not forget the crowning mercy of his victory over
Licinius. By its foundation Constantine created the imperial
power-house within which could be concentrated the forces
of a realm which was sustained by the will of the Christians'
God and which, in the fifth century, was further secured by
the acquisition of Our Lady's Robe, the palladium of New
Rome. It is well that we should be reminded of that act of
the first Christian Emperor.
And did the Roman Empire die at some date during the
closing years of the sixth century or in the first decade of the
seventh? Is it true that a 'ghost' usurped the imperial
throne? It is not every student who will be able to follow
Professor Toynbee in his essay in historical necromancy.
To some it will rather seem that, if the Roman Empire died,
its death should be set during the breakdown of imperial
power and the financial and administrative chaos of the third
century of our era. With Diocletian and with the turbator
rerum^ the revolutionary Constantine, there is such a rebuild-
ing that one might with some justification argue that a new
Empire was created. For here, as Wilamowitz-Moellendorf
wrote, is the great turning-point in the history of the
Mediterranean lands. But may it not be truer to say that the
Roman Empire did not die, but was transformed from
within, and that the factor which in essentials determined the
character of that transformation was the dream of the
Empire's future as Constantine conceived it? He had been
called to rule a pagan Empire; he brought from his rule in
the West the knowledge of the tradition of Roman govern-
ment. At the battle of the Milvian Bridge he had put to the
test the Christian God, and the God of the Christians had
given him the victory over Maxentius: that favour made of
Constantine an Emperor with a mission, he was 'God's man',
as he called himself. When he went to the East he came into
lands where language, literature, and thought were all alike
Greek. There could be no idea of transforming the East into
a Latin world. That was the problem: a pagan Empire
based on a Roman tradition of law and government ruled by
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